Worship Service ~ Broken Cycles that Create New Life
Easter 5, Year A,

3rd May, 2026

Matthew 18:21-35 / Genesis 50

Prelude played by church musician Annie Center,
Gathering Together
Welcome

Good morning, my name is Jonny Finlayson. It’s my pleasure to welcome you to
worship with Olympic View Community Church. Please stand with me, if you're able,
and hear the Lord call us into worship.

Call to Worship ~

One: We gather as pilgrims on a journey of faith.
All: We come seeking the cloud of your presence as we travel the way.
One: We come seeking your pillar of fire to light our darkness.
All:  Shine in our hearts, O God, with the light of your love.
Make your presence known through Jesus Christ.

Invocation

God of life and glory. Come and fill us once again with your joy, your peace,
your confidence. Help us to receive all of your mercy, drink in your love, revel in
your grace, glory in your kindness, and make much of all that you are.

As we worship you, may our joy be contagious; like a tomb emptying in new life
from our hearts, to each other, to our neighbors and all you bring to us. Work in
us that which you will find beautiful, as only you can, Amen.

Opening Hymn I Sing the Mighty Power of God ~ 46
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Engaging with God Together
Scripture Reading ~ Matthew 18:21-35

2 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me,
and | forgive him? As many as seven times?” # Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you
seven times, but seventy-seven times.

2 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his servants. 2 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who
owed him ten thousand talents.  And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to
be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. ?®So
the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you
everything. ¥ And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and
forgave him the debt. 2 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his
fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke
him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 2 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him,
‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you.’ * He refused and went and put him in prison
until he should pay the debt. * When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken
place. **Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! | forgave
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. ** And should not you have had mercy
on your fellow servant, as | had mercy on you?’ *And in anger his master delivered him
to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. **So also my heavenly Father will do to
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

Let’s greet one another with the peace of Christ as we pass the peace.
Pass the Peace
Sharing Announcements and Prayer Requests
In a moment we are going to pray together, but before we do, does anyone have
any announcements to share about anything in the life of the church coming up?
[let people share announcements]

Does anyone have any joys or concerns to share?
[let people share prayer items]

Pastoral Prayer Prayer by worship leader
Hymn When | Survey the Wondrous Cross ~ 259
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Hearing the Word Together

Sermon Passage ~ Genesis 50
1 Then Joseph fell on his father's face and wept over him and kissed him. 2And Joseph
commanded his servants the physicians to embalm his father. So the physicians
embalmed Israel. * Forty days were required for it, for that is how many are required
for embalming. And the Egyptians wept for him seventy days.

* And when the days of weeping for him were past, Joseph spoke to the household of
Pharaoh, saying, “If now | have found favor in your eyes, please speak in the ears of
Pharaoh, saying, ®>‘My father made me swear, saying, “I am about to die: in my tomb
that | hewed out for myself in the land of Canaan, there shall you bury me.” Now
therefore, let me please go up and bury my father. Then | will return.”” ® And Pharaoh
answered, “Go up, and bury your father, as he made you swear.” ” So Joseph went up
to bury his father. With him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his
household, and all the elders of the land of Egypt, ®as well as all the household of
Joseph, his brothers, and his father's household. Only their children, their flocks, and
their herds were left in the land of Goshen. ? And there went up with him both
chariots and horsemen. It was a very great company. ** When they came to the
threshing floor of Atad, which is beyond the Jordan, they lamented there with a very
great and grievous lamentation, and he made a mourning for his father seven days. **
When the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning on the threshing
floor of Atad, they said, “This is a grievous mourning by the Egyptians.” Therefore the
place was named Abel-mizraim; it is beyond the Jordan. ** Thus his sons did for him as
he had commanded them, ®for his sons carried him to the land of Canaan and buried
him in the cave of the field at Machpelah, to the east of Mamre, which Abraham
bought with the field from Ephron the Hittite to possess as a burying place. * After he
had buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt with his brothers and all who had
gone up with him to bury his father.

>When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that
Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” **So they sent
a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died: '’ ‘Say
to Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because
they did evil to you.”” And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the
God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. ¥ His brothers also came
and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” ** But Joseph said
to them, “Do not fear, for am | in the place of God?
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2 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about
that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 2! So do not fear; | will
provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to
them.

2250 Joseph remained in Egypt, he and his father's house. Joseph lived 110 years. 2
And Joseph saw Ephraim's children of the third generation. The children also of
Machir the son of Manasseh were counted as Joseph's own. ?* And Joseph said to his
brothers, “I am about to die, but God will visit you and bring you up out of this land
to the land that he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” ® Then Joseph made
the sons of Israel swear, saying, “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my
bones from here.” 2 So Joseph died, being 110 years old. They embalmed him, and he
was put in a coffin in Egypt.

Sermon ~ Broken Cycles that Create New Life  Rev. Jonny Finlayson
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Responding to the Word Together

Call to Serve

A Time for Reflection  Played by church musician Annie Center,
Closing Hymn Come, thou Fount ~ 521

Benediction
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the

Holy Spirit be with you all. Short prayer by pastor

Postlude played by church musician Annie Center,
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