
 

Worship Service ~ Negotiating with Grace​
Lent 3, Year A,  ​
8th March 2026     
Psalm 63 / Genesis 43 
 

Prelude  ​​ ​ played by church musician Annie Center,  
Gathering Together 
Welcome 

Good morning, It’s my pleasure to welcome you to worship with Olympic View 
Community Church.  

“Please stand with me, if you’re able, and hear the Lord call us into worship. 
 

Call to Worship 
 

One:​ O people of God, open your ears, 

All: ​ We will listen for the Word of God. 

One: ​O people of God, open your mouths,  

All: ​ We speak prayer and sing praise. 

One: ​O people of God, ready your minds, 

All: ​ We will endeavor to understand God’s will. 

One: ​O people of God, soften your hearts, 

All: ​ We will respond to the goodness of God. 
Invocation​​ 

​​ Our Great God, this world seems to be all encompassing and overwhelming. What 
we see and love and desire are so often front and center under the spotlight of 
our vision. We need you to add to our vision. 

 
Fill our eyes this morning with the light that shines from another world. Replace 
our infatuation with earthly things with a love and longing for heavenly things. In 
anticipation for the moment when we will see Christ’s face, help us this morning 
to behold him by faith. In his name, Amen. 

 

 

1 of 5 



 

Opening Hymn  ​  Sweet Hour of Prayer  ~​  11​  

Engaging with God Together​
Scripture Reading  ~  Psalm 63 

1​ O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my flesh ​
​ faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 

2 ​ So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power and glory. 

3 ​ Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. 

4 ​ So I will bless you as long as I live; in your name I will lift up my hands. 

5 ​ My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food, and my mouth will praise you ​
​ with joyful lips, 

6 ​ when I remember you upon my bed, and meditate on you in the watches of the ​
​ night; 

7 ​ for you have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings I will sing for joy. 

8 ​ My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me. 

9 ​ But those who seek to destroy my life shall go down into the depths of the earth; 

10 ​they shall be given over to the power of the sword; they shall be a portion for ​
​ jackals. 

11 ​But the king shall rejoice in God; all who swear by him shall exult,​
    ​ for the mouths of liars will be stopped. 

Let’s greet one another with the peace of Christ as we pass the peace. 

Pass the Peace 

Sharing Announcements and Prayer Requests 
In a moment we are going to pray together, but before we do, does anyone have any 
announcements to share about anything in the life of the church coming up? Does 
anyone have any joys or concerns to share? 

Pastoral Prayer​ Prayer by pastor  

Hymn ​ ​ ​ O God, Our Help in Ages Past​  ~  328 
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Hearing the Word Together 
Sermon Passage  ~ Genesis 43 

1 Now the famine was severe in the land. 2 And when they had eaten the grain that 
they had brought from Egypt, their father said to them, “Go again, buy us a little 
food.” 3 But Judah said to him, “The man solemnly warned us, saying, ‘You shall not 
see my face unless your brother is with you.’ 4 If you will send our brother with us, we 
will go down and buy you food. 5 But if you will not send him, we will not go down, for 
the man said to us, ‘You shall not see my face, unless your brother is with you.’” 6 
Israel said, “Why did you treat me so badly as to tell the man that you had another 
brother?” 7 They replied, “The man questioned us carefully about ourselves and our 
kindred, saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Do you have another brother?’ What we told 
him was in answer to these questions. Could we in any way know that he would say, 
‘Bring your brother down’?” 8 And Judah said to Israel his father, “Send the boy with 
me, and we will arise and go, that we may live and not die, both we and you and also 
our little ones. 9 I will be a pledge of his safety. From my hand you shall require him. If 
I do not bring him back to you and set him before you, then let me bear the blame 
forever. 10 If we had not delayed, we would now have returned twice.” 

11 Then their father Israel said to them, “If it must be so, then do this: take some of 
the choice fruits of the land in your bags, and carry a present down to the man, a little 
balm and a little honey, gum, myrrh, pistachio nuts, and almonds. 12 Take double the 
money with you. Carry back with you the money that was returned in the mouth of 
your sacks. Perhaps it was an oversight. 13 Take also your brother, and arise, go again 
to the man. 14 May God Almighty grant you mercy before the man, and may he send 
back your other brother and Benjamin. And as for me, if I am bereaved of my children, 
I am bereaved.” 

15 So the men took this present, and they took double the money with them, and 
Benjamin. They arose and went down to Egypt and stood before Joseph. 

16 When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the steward of his house, “Bring 
the men into the house, and slaughter an animal and make ready, for the men are to 
dine with me at noon.” 17 The man did as Joseph told him and brought the men to 
Joseph's house. 18 And the men were afraid because they were brought to Joseph's 
house, and they said, “It is because of the money, which was replaced in our sacks the 
first time, that we are brought in, so that he may assault us and fall upon us to make 
us servants and seize our donkeys.”  
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19 So they went up to the steward of Joseph's house and spoke with him at the door 
of the house, 20 and said, “Oh, my lord, we came down the first time to buy food. 21 
And when we came to the lodging place we opened our sacks, and there was each 
man's money in the mouth of his sack, our money in full weight. So we have brought it 
again with us, 22 and we have brought other money down with us to buy food. We do 
not know who put our money in our sacks.” 23 He replied, “Peace to you, do not be 
afraid. Your God and the God of your father has put treasure in your sacks for you. I 
received your money.” Then he brought Simeon out to them. 24 And when the man 
had brought the men into Joseph's house and given them water, and they had washed 
their feet, and when he had given their donkeys fodder, 25 they prepared the present 
for Joseph's coming at noon, for they heard that they should eat bread there. 

26 When Joseph came home, they brought into the house to him the present that 
they had with them and bowed down to him to the ground. 27 And he inquired about 
their welfare and said, “Is your father well, the old man of whom you spoke? Is he still 
alive?” 28 They said, “Your servant our father is well; he is still alive.” And they bowed 
their heads and prostrated themselves. 29 And he lifted up his eyes and saw his 
brother Benjamin, his mother's son, and said, “Is this your youngest brother, of whom 
you spoke to me? God be gracious to you, my son!” 30 Then Joseph hurried out, for 
his compassion grew warm for his brother, and he sought a place to weep. And he 
entered his chamber and wept there. 31 Then he washed his face and came out. And 
controlling himself he said, “Serve the food.” 32 They served him by himself, and them 
by themselves, and the Egyptians who ate with him by themselves, because the 
Egyptians could not eat with the Hebrews, for that is an abomination to the Egyptians. 
33 And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright and the youngest 
according to his youth. And the men looked at one another in amazement. 34 Portions 
were taken to them from Joseph's table, but Benjamin's portion was five times as 
much as any of theirs. And they drank and were merry with him. 

 

Sermon  ~  Negotiating With Grace​        Rev. Jonny Finlayson​  

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

​

Responding to the Word Together 
Call to Serve 

A Time for Reflection​ ​ ​ Played by church musician Annie Center,  
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Closing Hymn ​  ​ God Be With You  ~​ 430 

Benediction​ ​  

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God the Father, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all, amen.​​ ​ ​  

Postlude​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Played by church musician Annie Center, ​
Olympic View - Copyright used and reported under CCLI Streaming License 20261246 
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