Worship Resources

5" Sunday of Easter, Year A,

10* May, 2020

1 Peter 2:2-10 CEV / John 14:1-14 NRSV

Intro/Prelude  Lift High the Cross, written by George Kitchin
performed by church pianist Annie Center

Welcoming/Announcements

Welcome to online worship with Olympic View Community Church. We welcome all of
God's children to join us in bearing witness to the radically transforming power of God's
love.

Part of our tradition is sharing words of peace and welcome with each other when we
gather. Since we can't greet each other in person to pass the peace of Christ, let's instead
think of those we would like to offer peace, whether those in our church family, or others
we can think of who would benefit from the sharing of peace today. Feel free to say their
names aloud, to pray for peace for them, or simply think a peaceful thought for them
silently. Let's take a few moments to pass the peace to others from wherever we are, while
we enjoy this musical interlude by Annie.

Interlude Down At The Cross, Elisha Hoffman

performed by church musician Annie Center
https://youtu.be/RSZhz69-Tuc

Let's take a deep breath, quiet our minds and hearts, as we light a candle to represent the
Spirit among us. Let us call ourselves to worship.

Call to Worship

Out of a world of cut-throat competition,of winners-and-losers, and too many left behind
we come together. The world’s ways are not our ways. The world’s ways are not Christ’s
ways. Out of a world of hatred, violence, individualism, and life-taking power we gather
as Koinonia, as God’s people. God’s ways are inclusive, expansive, and life-giving for all
peoples.

Come and worship the One whose love knows no limits! Swim and splash in the cleansing
waters of divine community! Resurrect your spirits and souls in worship of the One!
Praise be to the Everlasting One!
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Invocation

Ever-gracious, Way-Making God, we celebrate the gifts of your Spirit. You have not fed us a
diet of shame or shrinking, but with the milk of your truth you have made us strong and
faithful servants of Christ. You call us to take up the mantle of justice and to follow
wherever faith leads us. You fill us with strength and hope, and you invite us to share in the
cost and joys of discipleship. You promise us splendor and beauty in this life and in the
world to come. Meet us here, we pray, that your word will be fulfilled in our hearing

and that your Spirit will fill us with courage. Amen.

Ouir first scripture this morning is from the first epistle of Peter. Listen to these words and
think about what it means to be a living stone, a building block of the kin-dom.

Epistle Reading 1 Peter 2:2-10 CEV

Be like newborn babies who are thirsty for the pure spiritual milk
that will help you grow and be saved.

You have already found out how good the Lord really is.

Come to Jesus Christ. He is the living stone that people have rejected, but which God has
chosen and highly honored.

And now you are living stones that are being used to build a spiritual house. You are also a
group of holy priests, and with the help of Jesus Christ you will offer sacrifices that please
God.

It is just as God says in the Scriptures,
“Look! I am placing in Zion
a choice and precious
cornerstone.
No one who has faith
in that one
will be disappointed.”

You are followers of the Lord, and that stone is precious to you. But it isn’t precious to those
who refuse to follow him. They are the builders who tossed aside the stone that turned out
to be the most important one of all.

They disobeyed the message and stumbled and fell over that stone, because they were
doomed.

But you are God’s chosen and special people. You are a group of royal priests and a holy
nation. God has brought you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Now you must tell all
the wonderful things that he has done. The Scriptures say,
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“Once you were nobody.
Now you are God’s people.

At one time no one
had pity on you.

Now God has treated you
with kindness.

Scripture Video 1 Peter 2:2-10 A Living Stone and a Holy Nation[Lectionary bible
reading - Douglas Brown, posted on YouTube 5/4/20

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCOWWEbrV-w

A Time of Prayer

So as we come to our normal time of sharing prayer together from a distance. From my
conversations with some of you, | have included those concerns shared in our prayer today.
If you have items you would like lifted in prayer, please leave a comment below, or email
myself at vicarglenn@gmail.com, and | will make sure to include them next week, as well as
send a prayer chain email, unless directed otherwise.

Joys and Concerns

This morning, let’s keep in prayer those among us who are facing finding a new place to
live, as well as those preparing to move.

Let’s also remember those whose health is impacted by not being able to exercise due to
the restrictions.

Let’s also take joy in the weather we have been blessed with, and the beauty of God’s
creation all around us.

Please continue to keep Bill and JoAnn Shoemaker's granddaughter Tayla in your prayers,
as she continues to fight her second bout of malaria in Kenya.

Also keep Bill and JoAnn in your prayers as one of the staff in their building was diagnosed
with the Coronavirus, and now they are quarantined in their apartment for 2 weeks.

We also celebrate those who have been reunited with family, but also remember those
who have lost loved ones, particularly from this terrible virus, or from racial violence.

Finally, let us keep each other, and our leaders in prayer, as we continue to struggle under
the frustration of isolation and restrictions. May we continue to keep our love of
neighbor at the forefront of our thoughts and our prayers.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TC0WwEbrV-w

Join me in prayer.

Pastoral Prayer

God of grace and light, Found within and out with the structures of humanity,
You cannot be contained, But on occasion choose to dwell in hearts and homes.
Glance lightly upon the hearts and homes dear to us, The people and places
where we seek blessing.

Build up our homes: Where the happy may find peace; The sad may find comfort;
The hungry may find food; The weary may find rest.

Build up the places where we work: Where the honest may find reward;
The dedicated may find delight; The imaginative may find new horizons.

Build up our community: Where the isolated may find friendship;
The marginalised may find welcome; The unloved may find acceptance.

Build up our nation, loving Lord, And bless those entrusted with the care of our society’s
fabric. May they use their skills, their calling, their hard graft To fashion communities of
grace and understanding, Where generosity of heart and mind and soul

May be not only the gilding of our daily life But its very core.

Build up the Church, redeeming Lord, So that all Your children may find their place,
Unique and special, Chosen and essential to the living edifice of grace, Where by Your
grace Each one might know their value in Your economy, And their significance in Your eyes.

Help us all, this day, to be living stones, and not dead weights, Dreaming dreams, and living
gloriously the joy and kindliness. Of a faith that edifies everything that life should be.
In the Name of our Saviour, our cornerstone, we pray. Amen

Our gospel reading this morning comes from the Gospel of John.

Gospel Reading John 14:1-14 NRSV

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.

In my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would | have told you
that | go to prepare a place for you?

And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so that
where | am, there you may be also.

And you know the way to the place where | am going."

Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the
way?"
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Jesus said to him, "l am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.

If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have
seen him."

Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied."

Jesus said to him, "Have | been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me?
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, "Show us the Father'?

Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to
you | do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works.

Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe
me because of the works themselves.

Very truly, | tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that | do and, in fact,
will do greater works than these, because | am going to the Father.

| will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

If in my name you ask me for anything, | will do it.

Gospel Video Clip from The Gospel of John
directed by Philip Saville, produced by Visual Bible International

Message — Great Work

Work is a central part of our lives. From the time we are young, we learn what work is. We
are conditioned to pick up our toys at a young age, and as we grow, more and more tasks
and responsibilities are added. Often we are assigned household chores, and we learn the
importance of doing our part to keep the house running smoothly. As we get older, we
discover that work is usually a necessary part of achieving our goals, those things we seek to
get out of life. It puts a roof over our head, food on the table, and helps us to provide for our
families, physically and developmentally. Often, we find that we define ourselves by the
work we do. One of the most common conversation starters when meeting someone new
is, “what do you do?” We often define our social responsibility by our commitment to do
the work that needs done. Likewise, to not do what is expected, is viewed negatively,
casting one as “lazy” or a “bum.” There is no doubt that physical work plays a major role for
us in how we define ourselves. But is it only the routine work of our day to day lives that
plays a major role in our lives? What about our spiritual lives? We often don't think about
work in relation to our faith journeys but there is plenty of work to be found there as well.

Throughout human history, spiritual practices have been a core part of faith and religion.
Ritual and meditative observations have consistently been a central part of how we connect
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with the divine, in however wathat was defined. One has only to think about the sacrificial
practices of so many early cultures, the mind altering meditative practices, and the
ceremonies that often formed the core of so many cultures throughout history. Generally
these practices coincided side by side with the routine tasks of daily life, often becoming
intertwined. In the Judeo-Christian tradition, one’s faith practice determined which food
you hunted or fished for, which crops you grew and how, and even the methods used to
prepare that food. It determined which garments you wore, and even the method by which
you ate.

How many of us grew up blessing our food at every meal, eating certain food for particular
holidays, and including ritual decoration of our homes, and even our own attire for certain
holidays and occasions. For those that grow up in a faith tradition, the routine work one
learns growing up is done concurrently with learning the work of faith: practicing the rituals,
studying the scriptures, and becoming proficient in the tasks to become an active
participant in the faith community. In the same manner that our secular work supports and
maintains our household, our culture, and our society, our spiritual work maintains our
families and spiritual communities.

In @ metaphor appropriate for Mother's Day, Peter, in his epistle, addresses this concept of
the importance of our spiritual work to our family of faith. Like a newborn being taught how
to consume that which gives their body physical substance, we, as new believers, are taught
as we grow how to find the spiritual milk that gives our soul substance. As in our physical
journeys, we are taught which foods will make us spiritually strong and healthy, and which
ones are not good for us, those that are not of God, that will weaken our souls and faith.

Drawing from the communal family imagery of the Psalms, Exodus, and Isaiah, as we hone
our skills, we support our place in a spiritual family, God's family. As we learn and grow
strong, we become “living rocks,” the foundation on which much more can be built up, as
part of a growing project with Jesus as it's cornerstone.

Likewise, Jesus, in our gospel reading this morning, further clarifies the importance of this
spiritual work. It is the way in which God is manifest, not only in our own individual lives, but
in the lives of the greater community. As he informs his disciples that his work is taking him
away from them, they are confused. They want to know where he is going, and how they
can find their way to that place, how they can find the God that is in him. His answer is
simple: work. God is seen in his work. The simple and sometimes miraculous actions he has
been doing all along: feeding the hungry, healing and caring for the sick and troubled,
treating the outcast as valued, and opposing those who oppress them. But in his early
mortal journey, he is only one man. But that is the wonder of our discipleship journeys. We
learn how to do that work, and we likewise teach others to follow the same path, and the
work multiplies, becomes greater. Just like adding more employees to a business, the Jesus'
disciples increase the capacity for God-reflecting work exponentially. But therein also lies a
crucial difference between our worldly work and our spiritual work.
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Generally, our worldly work is like completing a checklist. We organize that work in
completing one task, and then moving on to the next. Our work as disciples is about the
work for its own sake. Tasks are often ongoing and never come to completion in the space
of our faith careers. Perhaps that's what Jesus was getting at two chapters earlier in John,
when he tells the disciples that they will “always have the poor with them.” There is always
more work to be done. This is a task that we won't be checking off of our to do list. But that
is the transition we make when we choose this spiritual walk. As Peter illustrates, we choose
to accept this new way of working and continue down the path, or we reject it and find
ourselves stumbling. It's a big change from the work that we are used to, and a big decision
to make.

Our kin-dom work can't just be itemized and checked off. It's not something we can just take
a break from and put off until tomorrow. It entails an entirely different way of being,
focused not on the end results but on the tasks themselves. Often that's what leads us to
stumble, to fall off the path. We try to look at God's work through our human work lens. We
set goals and milestones for our spiritual work, and then when we don't accomplish those
goals, we are disappointed. We feel we've failed if we don't have more bodies in the pews
on Sunday, if we don't pull in the offering we were planning for, if that visitor stops coming.
We get discouraged because we are using the wrong measure to evaluate ourselves. It's
about doing the work, not ticking off successful objectives. That doesn't mean we give up
trying to reach more people. It means letting go of our own expectations of what that
should result in. It doesn't mean we give up on outreach because only a few respond. Who
knows what impact our work has that we may never be aware of. Because that is the
clincher in all of this. It isn't ultimately our work, it's God's. We don't rely on ourselves, we
rely on God's grace and guidance. Ironically, what can cause us our greatest frustration can
also be what can give us our greatest joy.

What if we learned to truly enjoy the work for the work itself, and not think about
benchmarks and accomplishments? What if we just put our best effort and initiative into
our endeavors, and trust that God will provide the best results? Our lives would be more
centered, less stressful. Such an attitude could inform all areas of our lives as well: our
secular work, our relationships, our parenting. It's not that there isn't a goal. We always
seek God's way, the kin-dom way that Jesus modeled in his earthly existence. He prepares
the way for us, is the Way for us, we only need to walk down the path he has laid out.

This morning, let us think about our work. Is it “good work” that follows the example of
Jesus? Or is it work that leads us to frustration and causes us to stumble. Is it our work, our
priorities, or God's work and God's priorities? There is work that we are all called to. It's
work we were created and gifted to do. It's always been there, waiting for us to do it. | hope
and pray that we as individuals can find the good work we are being called to that makes us
into the living stones on which the kin-dom is built, and as a community add to that project
with Jesus as the cornerstone, and continue to seek others to join in God's mission in this
world. Amen.
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Call to Serve

We have tasted of the Lord’s goodness and the sweetness is still on our lips. Now we permit
ourselves to be living vessels of God’s sweet, sweet Spirit, offering ourselves, our lives and
our gifts to those who are most in need of Christ’s healing mercy.

We are very grateful for the financial support and generosity we have received that have
enabled us to demonstrate God’s grace in meeting our commitments to our staff and our
routine financial obligations, as well extending relief to our tenants. As we continue to seek to
be a source of light and love in times such as these, we ask that you give prayerful
consideration as to how you may support our efforts. If you would like to make a donation,
gifts can still be mailed to our church office, or online donations can be made through the link
in the video description. Thanks again for all your support, and may we continue to work
together to keep being a place of ministry and peace in these difficult days. As we listen to the
following interlude played by Annie, let’s give thought to how we can be living stones at work
building God’s kin-dom today, and what greater works we are being led to.

A Time for Reflection

Reflection on the Word [video] A Charge to Keep | Have,

Charles Wesley/Lowell Mason, posted to YouTube by Martijn de Groot, used by permission
https://youtu.be/1M-640wBK1E

The Prayer of Thanksgiving

Generous God, here are our gifts of time;

here are our gifts of talents; here are our gifts of money;
building stones for Your Kingdom, awaiting shaping and placing
within Your loving purpose. Amen.

Benediction/Blessing/Assurance

We know that the way, the truth, and the life is love, and that love has been made known to
us in Christ Jesus. We are forgiven, loved, and restored. In Christ we find rest, we find hope,
and we are not alone. We belong to Christ, and to one another. Live into Christ’s ways of
love and peace, and God will see you through. Amen.

As we extinguish this candle, may we keep it's light alive, shining through our own lives,
as we seek to find Jesus at work in the world around us.

Postlude Just As | Am, Without One Plea written by Charlotte Elliot,

performed by church pianist Annie Center,
used under CCLI Streaming License 20261246
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https://youtu.be/1M-64OwBK1E

